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DISCOURSE 


And he anſwered, Fear not, for they that be 
with us, are more than they that be with them. 


Fear and Deſpondency which poſ- 

ſedſſed the Prophet Eliſta's Servant, at 
the Sight of an Hof that compaſſed the City 
of Dothan, with Horſes and Chariots, 


1 E Occaſion of theſe Words, was 


The King of Syria having met with divers 


Diſappointments in his Deſigns of War againſt 
[rael, was much troubled ; and ſuſpected 
Treachery among his own Subjects.—Will ye 


mt ſherw me (ſays he) which of us is for the 

ting of Iſrael? ver. 11.---Upon this, one 'of 

lis Servants wipes off this Suſpicion of Diſ- 

byalty, by informing the King's Judgment; 

lying, Eliſha the Prophet telleth the King of 
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Iſrael all the Words that thou ſpeakeſt in th 


Bed. chamber, ver. 12, 


A great Hoſt are, upon this Information, WM ir 
ſent by Night, and they compaſſed the Ciy 0 
round about where the Prophet was. -A 
which terrible Sight, the Prophet's vigilan 
Servant, who was riſen early, and gone forth, 
being ſurpriſed and aſtoniſned, and diſcerning 
no Means, or even Poſſibility of Preſervation, | 
rcturns in all haſte, with this forrowful, and, 
as he thought, puzzling Queſtion, Alas, ] 
Maſter, how ſhall we do? ver. 15. The! 
Prophet ſhews by his Anfwer, that he already | 
knew all that the Servant had ſeen ; and, | 
without. Fear, Surprizal, or Aſtoniſhment, | 
gives him a ready and ſatisfactory Solution, 
His Thoughts are not diſturbed ; but as he | 
was the Man of God, and could diſcloſe the 
Secrets of the King of Si; ſo he knew, Wl 
that there was ſure Protection in the Service 
of the living God! And he prays that the WW 
Lord would open the Eyes of his Servant, 
for the Confirmation of his Faith ; and that | 
he might behold the Mountain full of Horſen, 
and Chariots of Fire, round about Eliſha, vet. 
17. But firſt, he tacitely reproves his Dil- | 
truſt, and removes his preſent diſorderiug, but | 
_ . -needieſs Fear and Perplexity, in the Words of 
the Text : Fear not, for they that be with us, | 
are more than they that be with them,---As t | 
he had faid,---There is no reaſon, thou may | 

25 N 1 thus 


(8: 

thus difurb thyſelf, or vent any Expreſſions 

of Sorrow, Or be ſollicitous for our Preſerva- 

0m, This becomes not one that dwells un- 

ger the Shadow of the Almighty, the Lord of 
Hits, whoſe Armies none can number. 
| Therefore ſet thy Heart at eaſe ; diſmiſs thy 
ixedtefs Apprehenſions; and be aſſured of 
God's Protection to his faithful Servants, in 
| the greateſt Danger.---Or if theſe Arguments 
be no Force, know for thy Satisfaction, 

| that hey that be with us, are more than 
ly that be with them. on was the Number 
that affrighted the Servant ;---and therefore 
| the Prophet oppoſes one Number to another ; 
1 far greater (tho then inviſible) to a ler, or 
comparatively, an inconſiderable one. I ad- 
mit, that the City is ſurrounded with a great 


have hes them, and their Number is aſtoniſh- 
ing to you! But what are Zhe/ſe, to that vaſt 


which cover the whole Mountain that ſur- 


The Hoſts of Heaven will prote& the Ser- 
rants of the living God, from the greateſt 
Dangers, tho never fo ſudden, or ſo ſurpriſ- 


ria ſhall not be able to touch the meaneſt of 
. Therefore fear not their Number or their 
Proer, for they that be with us, are more 
that they that be againſt us. 

You 


Hoſt, with Chariots and with Horſes : You 
| Multitude of Horſes, and Chariots of Fire, 


rounds us, and which you ſhall ſhortly ſee ?-- 


ing! The Angels of the Lord are our De- 
fence, and all the Armies of the King of Sy- 
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You will, J believe, prevent me, in ch. 
ſerving the Aptneſs of this Subject to ou 
preſent Circumſtances, when the Enemies of 


our Zion are making new Efforts to reduce u 
to Popery and Slavery, to extinguiſh the Pra. 


teſtant Religion, and trample upon the Liber. 
ties of Europe! And when, in order to this, | 


we are once more threatned with the miſchick 


of Rebellion, and are daily alarmed with the 
News of mighty Preparations making againſt | 
us; and the Fears of many are even ready to 


preponderate as to the Event! 


Let the Prophet animate us, O Chriſtians, W 
to bear up with Boldneſs and Magnanimity; 
for more be with us, than they that be again 
us! The Divine Preſence is the Glory and 
Safety of a Nation, and will ſupply all out 
Wants; anſwer every Defect; and ſucceed |} 

the weakeſt Inſtruments.---The Cloud of 
God's Protection will darken the Way to | 


the Enemy; and tho' they ſeem to ove: WM. 


take, they ſhall ſoon be covered with the 
Waves, and be all dead Corpſes.---When the | 
Children of Iſrael were but like two Flocks of | 

ads, and the Syrians filled the Country, tht | 
Multitudę are overthrown ; an hundred thouſand | 


Footmen fall in one Day, and a Wall kill 
 taventy ſeven thouſand more I 1 Kings xx. 27.— 
No Number or Power can prevail, where the 


Controverſy is againſt the Lord, or his People. | 
S — 


6 


--David proſpered whitherſoever he went, 
becauſe the Lord was with him.--- Who can 
hurt us, if God ſpeaketh Peace? His Favour 
js the greateſt Security. Our Dependance is 
| not upon the moſt numerous Hoſts, or an aug- 


| ur firong Tower ; the Righteous flee unto it, 


Chariots of Fire, that compaſs the Righ- 
that be awith them ! 

| Words, will introduce what is appoſite to our 
Affairs. 


Force and Numbers ;--- which, how mighty 


Whence we may rationally conclude, 


And therefore, II. Th 
ee II. That 


gente Fleet: But the Name of Py ee 


md are ſafe Prov. xvii. 10.---All the In- 
ſruments and Agents of the Powers of 
Darkneſs are weak, when ſet in oppoſition 
to thole Zutelary Angels, the Horſes, and 
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| tous, and deliver them !--- Therefore fear nut; 
| fir they that be with us, are more than they 
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Tz The two following Obſervations upon theſe 
Occaſion, and ſhall be improved, to confine 
cur Faith, under the preſent Situation of 
The Prophet here fuppoſes, the Enemies 
ſoever, he is not afraid to overbalance them. 
I. That the Number of Enemies, tho? ne- 


ver ſo great, cannot hurt 7% , who are un- 


der the Protection of the Lord of Hoſts.—— 


(3). 


IT. That ſuch as truly fear God, have ng 


reaſon to be diſquieted and anxious as t | 
their Safety and Preſervation ; or tormen | 


themſelves with Fears and Jealouſies from th: 


Deſigns and Power of the greateſt Poten. 
tates, while there is one higher than the | 


higheſt, to whom all are ſubject. 


1. The Number of Enemies, tho' never | 
ſo great, cannot hurt 7hofe who are under the | 
Protection of the Lord of Hofts.---The Pro. 
phet Jeremiab was made a defenced City, and 
an Iron Pillar, and brazen Walls, againſt a | 
whole Land, and all the Princes of Judah; | 
They ſhall fight againſt thee, but they ſhall nt 
prevail; fa, I am with thee, faith the Lor, ; 


0 deliver thee, Jer. . 18. 


Jescbefs Oath aint the Life of the Pro- 
phet Elijab ;---and the Apoſtle Paul's Ene. 
mies binding themſelves under a Curſe, 1% et |} 

; op e 7s ſlain ; are both to no purpoſe 

While God can protect, and provide for one | 
in the Wilderneſs, 1 Kings xix. 5.---and com- 
mand a Guard te conduct the other ſafe from 
the Rage and Fury of his Enemies, into (- 


nothing till 


ms Acts xxiii. 22. 


The ſmoaking Ficdbrands of Syria 1. 


mariah, and the fierce Anger of Rez7n, and 


of the Son of Remaliah, cannot hurt, A 
render | 


(9) 

ender faint=hearted, when the Lord faith 
unto Ahaz, Be quiet, fear not ;--- for th 
they have taken evil Counſel againſt thee, ſay- 
np, Let us go up againſt Judah and vex it, 
and let us make a Breach therein for us, and 
ſt a King in the midſt of it, even the Son of 
Tabeal ; — Thus ſaith the Lord, it ſhall not 
fand, neither ſhall it come to paſs, Ila. vii. 

9 5. 


The Reaſons of the Safety of the People of 
God, under the divine Protection, are as ma- 
ny in Number, as we can reckon Attributes 


belonging to the Deich. 


He is the Almighty ; and therefore when 
WH the Lord ſhall ſtretch out his Hand, both he 
lat belpeth ſhall fall, and he that is bolpen ſhall 
boo down ; and they all ſhall fail together, Ifa. 


8 


Dor God is 2% to know, and diſappoint 

„ W th: Contrivances of the moſt malicious! His 
e Omniſcience tens, and his Foreſight fruſtrates 
- W them; for he will riſe up againſt the Houſe of i 
ne Euil Doers, and againſt the Help of them | 
„ber 207k Iniquity, Iſa. xxxi. 2. e 


He is good and gracious; and therefore will | 
dot forſake his People, that call upon him in i 
d the Day of their Trouble ; he will hear their 
* E Prayers, 5 


(18 


Prayers, and be glorified in their Deliverance! | 


ks I 5. 


Hei is merciful and compaſſimate, to frrengtl 7 


the feeble Knees ; and to lift up the Hands that | 


hang down, He is ever concerned for the 


Preſervation of his Children; he is apprized MW 


of their Enemies and Danger; and will apply 


himſelf for their Relief. 


He is faithful, to fulfil all his Promiſes of 
Peace and Safety. And becauſe there is none 
greater, he fawears by himſelf, that he will | 
perform his Covenant, and prove to his Ser- 
vants a SHield, and an exceeding great Reward, Wl 


In the Multitude of anxious Thoughts, Per- 


plexities and Fears, the Comforts of his Pro- | | 


miles delights the Soul | 


In like manner, might we inſtance in Gods | 
Juſtice, Providence, and Immutability ; Or | 
whatever elſe we can conceive to be in the | 


Almighty ! But this Point will be diſcourſed 


farther, under the next Head.—I ſhall there- 


fore only add here, that all Power in Earth | 
and Heaven 1s conferred on the Head and | 
elder Brother of Believers; who has a Name | 
vritten on his Veſture, and upon his Thigh ; tle | 


King of Kings, and Lord of Lords ! Rev. xix 


28. at that has already done ſo much for 


Man 1 in a State of Enmity and eee 5 
Who 


ir 


who, in a manner, diveſted himſelf of his 


eternal Glory; took our Nature upon him; 
| and was crucrfied and ain; that he might 


become our Peace, and purchaſe our Redemp- 
ton: —It is not probable, or even poſſible, that 


be ſhould fail to exert his Power for our Be- 


wft and Advantage ! And therefore it is, 
that notwithſtanding all the Fury and Rage, 
the Cruelties and Perſecution, of his Church's 
Enemies, they never could prevail, to extir- 


| pate his Truths, or deſtroy his People !-- Chriſt's 


People are dear unto him, being the Purchaſe 
of his Blood, and the Members of his own 


Body; and while all Power is in his Hand, 
| the Number, or Malice of Adverſaries ſhall 


not hurt them! Which fully proves the 


Truth of the t Propoſition.—I go on to 


the ſecond. 


II. Such as truly fear God, have no reaſon 
to be diſquieted and anxious as to their Safety 
and Prefervation ; or torment themſelves with 


Fears and Jealouſies from the Power and De- 


hens of the greateſt Potentates ; while there 
is one, higher than the higheſt, to whom all 


are ſubject.— This is a neceſſary ConJequence 
from the former Head, wherein the Preſer- 


vation of the Faithful, from the moſt emi- 
nent Dangers, and moſt numerous Enemies, 
was ſufficiently proved. But tho' this would 


\uſhice to eſtabliſh the Point, and might ſi- 
| %%% ance 
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lence all our Scruples I ſhall yet further en- 
deavour to ſhew, that our Concluſion is both 
ſcriptural and reaſonable. And here I hal | 
obſerve the following Steps: _ I 


Prove, That there is one higher than the | 
higheſt, to whom all are ſubject, and why | 
governs the World. 7 


Conſider, how he governs ;—And then 


Propoſe ſome Conſiderations, ſhowing that | 
the Belief of the ſupreme Rule and Govern- 
ment of the moſt High, muſt eradicate and 
extinguiſh all Fears and Jealouſies ariſing from | 
the Attempts or Deſigns of the moſt power- 
ful Enemies, ns 


There is one higher than the higheſt, to whon, | 
all are ſubject, and who governs the World. | 
It were unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that he who Y 
made all Things, ſhould not have the Order- 
ing and Government of them. — Whatever | 
Changes and Revolutions are upon Earth, the | 
moſt High fits at the Helm, and over-rules all. | 
This is diſcoverable by the Light of Nature: 
The Heathen themſelves have been conftrain'd WI 
to acknowledge it ;—and tho' many differed in WM 
their Judgments, about the Deity and Prov- 
dence ; ſome denying one or both ; ſome making | 
the World to be from everlaſting y 7 55 | 
rom | 


613) 
om the fortuitous Concourſe of Atoms ;— 
Wi making God, tho' the firſt Cauſe, a 
Setator only below the Heavens; others al- 
owing him general Influences by ſecond 
Cauſes, doing nothing 7mmediately and not 
feu, taking away all jecond Cauſes, and a- 
ſcribing all to him; — yet, I ſay, notwith- 
landing all theſe dark Mzifts, and clouded 
| Ruſonings, the moit learned and wiſer, a- 
nong the Heazhen, did ſubſcribe to a divine 
Government.—lIt indeed deſtroys the Belief of 
Cod, to deny or queſtion this; for we can- 

not conceive of God, but as the moſt excellent 
Ring, including all Perfections; and conſe- 
quently, Wiſdom and Prudence to order and 
govern all things that are imperfect, — If the 
ut High does not over-rule, it is either be- 

| cauſe he can or will not: But to ſay the firſt, 
s to deny his A/-Juffcrency, and conſequently 

his Exiſtence,.— and to ſay the latter, is to 
contradict the moſt expreſs Revelation; for a 
Sar rom falleth not to the Ground without him; 

— be counteth our Steps and Wanderings ; yea 

the very Hairs of our Heads ;—and as he cre- 
ated, ſo he preſerveth, Man and Beaſt, Pſal. 
Xxvi, 6, — If Man, by reaſon of his derived 
Lordſhip, hath all things put under his Feet ; 
boy much more, the ſupreme and univerſal 
Lird, who is infinite and incomprehenſible *— 
The Goodneſs of God cannot ſee the World 
n Confuſion ; or his Mercy, Men deſtroying 
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one another like Beaſts of Prey; and yet take 
no care to order the one, and reſtrain the 
others] In ſhort, the Scriptures put it be. 
yond all doubt, that be worketh all J. Binge af. 
rer the Counſel of bis own Will, Eph. i. 11. 
Let us in the next place conſider, How gh 
moſt High governs the World ? > 


There are #100 Ends propoſed by him, the 
one fuperior, which is his own Glory; the 
other ſubordinate, the Happinets of the Thing 
governed. — As Magiſtrates in their Place 
ought to conſult the Honour of God, as the | 
main and principal Buſineſs of their Office; | 
and nent, the Peace, the Happineſs and Mal. 
Fare of thoſe over whom they are ſet in 
- procuring their natural Good, defending their | 
Perſons from Danger, and their Liberties, 
Comforts, and Enjoyments, from Invaders | 


and Oppreſſors; — in promoting their moral Y 


Good, by bridling Men's Lufts and Paffions, | 
and reftraining from vicious or immoral Prac- | 
tices in advancing their Civil Intereſis, as 1 
Body Politick ; maintaining Juſtice and Ho- | 
neſty, for the Preſervation of a public and 
laſting Society ;—and by conſulting their hi- 
ritual Benefit and Advantage, protecting and 
encouraging the true and ſaving Religion 
Even fo, the moſt high God orders and governs | 
all things for his own Glory, and the nature, | 
uoral, civil, and ſpiritual Good of hö 
| | Church. 
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Church. —lt is a Security to his People from 
Danger and Oppreſſon; — he inwardly per- 
fades, and reſtrains externally, from wicked 
Attempts and Practices; — he engages to the 
Maintenance of Mercy, Fuſtice, and Honeſty, 


| nd to act as Men; —and he promotes our 
ritual Advantage, by a ſaving Revelation of 


his Will; in the Belief whereof, he will pra- 


lt, encourage, and defend his Choſen, in the 
midſt of the moſt numerous and cruel Ene- 
mics! And herein, his Power and Wiſdom 
| wonderfully appear; his Wiſdom, in the Re- 


gulation of all worldly Confuſions and Diſor- 


| ds; bringing Good out of Evil; — and his 


Paver, in his People's Defence, and Safety, 


nd Preſervation, from the Fury and Rage 


of Men and Devils; which is the ſpecial 


Part of his providential Government of the 
buer World, or his Church upon Earth, I 


might mention likewiſe, the manifold Decla- 
ations of the divine Power, Wiſdom, Good- 


els and Mercy, in ordering the whole Crea- 
lun, animate and inanimate; Heaven with its 
| Hoſts ;—the Earth and Sea, with all that they 
contain; — and this, in a Subſerviency to the 


Honour of the great Lord, and the particular 
benefit and Advantage of Believers, 


It already appears then, were no more to 


be offered, that a Conviction of God's Govern- 


nent of the World, muſt remove all diſquieting 


Fea- 


(10) 


Fealouſies and Fears, of the Malice and 4+. 
rempts of the moſt powerful Enemies. But 


ſhall, as I promiſed, lay before you ſome fur. 
ther Conſiderations, to this Effect. 


7 Suppofing then, what no Chriſtian will de. | 


ny, that the Lord reigns, and the moſt High 


governs the World; we muſt alſo believe, 
that as he is moſt perfect himſelf, his G60. 
vernment muſt be ſo, That all his Ways are 
Wiſdom, and bis Works perfect God dired | 


to the moſt noble and excellent Ends, all unru) 


Paſſions, inter fering Intereſts, and contrary | 


Defigns. He takes theſe ſcattered Shreds, and 


makes them a curious Piece of Workman- | 
ſhip! He turns the moſt jarring Diſcord; | 
into a muſical and delightful Harmony !--- | 
And if he thus over-rules all things, how un- 
reaſonable is it to dread the Power or Deſigns | 
of the greateſt under him, and who can do 
nothing without him? Conſider further, as | 
he is moſt w/e, ſo he is an immenſe and infinite 
Being, filling Heaven and Earth with his 
' Preſence! All things are within his reach: 
Where any thing is to do, there he is, with | 
all Perſons, and in every Place, He „ee, 
he guides, not at a diſtance, but before his 
Eyes! And therefore the Deſigns or At- 
tempts of Men ſhould not diſturb our Peace, 
becauſe the great and over- ruling Governor of | 
the Univerſe, is excellent in Knowledge, to 
fruſtrate and diſappoint all their ro | 

: Sow lt | 
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Hell is naked before him ; much more the 
sons of the Earth. His Eyes run to and fro ; 

he knows all the va fg of Men, and from 
him nothing 1s concealed. 


And not only is God wi/e, to contrive his 
nn Deſigns, and knowing, to prevent others, 
but almzghty, to accompliſh and perform his 
Pleaſure.- The Nations before him are but 
Vanity ; he boundeth the raging Waves of the 
bea; he reftraineth the Wrath of Man, ang 
the Tumult of the People !---The Thunder of Fd 
his Power is irreſiſtible; it maſters all Diffi- f 
culties, conquers every Enemy, and admits of 
no Oppoſition !.-.-Who then can fear, that 
abides under the Shadow of the Almighty, 
een tho' the Earth ſhould be overturned, and 
the Mountains caſt into the midſt of the Sea ? 
The Hearts of Kings are in the Hands of the 
» W Lord, and he turneth them as the Rivers of 
Water! All their Undertakings are ordered 
and controuled by him !--- Without the general 
s W Cncourſe of his Power, they can do nothing. 

: The Fire, without it, could not burn the 
n tirce Children. And it directs to Ends never 
„ W &ligned by the Actors; it makes the Blood 
is of Martyrs the Seed of the Church; and Jo- 
%s Impriſonment the Enlargement of Iſrael ! 

The Lot is caſt into the Lap, but the dip 
{FW of the Lord; there is nothing caſual, or br 

C For- 
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Fortune, but all is the Product of inßnite 


IVifdom, and the Effect of almighty Power | 
And it may further be of uſe to allay out 


Fears and Fealoufies, that God is affe:onate 
to his People, and owns a ſpecial Intereſt in 


them. He loves the Gates of Zion, more | 
than all the Dwellings of Jacob. The Saints | 
are the City of the living God, and he h 
known in the Palaces thereof, for a ſure Re- | 
fuge : Salvation will he appoint unto it, fir 


Walls and Bukwarks. 


Theſe, and ſuch like Conſiderations, eſtabliſh W 
the Security of Believers, beyond all Poſibi. 
lity of Doubting ; only allow me further, to | 
enforce theſe Truths, with the Reflections that | 


follow. 


The Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail a- 
gainft the Church, Monarchies, Kingdoms, | 
and Commonwealths, have been, and are no | 
more! They have all their Periods | But 


Chriſt's Kingdom is everlaſting ! 


God hath wonderfully appeared for, and W 
protected his People, in all Ages. The 
Owners of the Truths of God, could never | 
be totally ſubdued. In the midſt of violent 
| Oppreſſors; by Power, and Miracles, and a | 
mighty Arm, he hath effected their Delive- 


Even 
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Even the heavieſt Viſitations, have proved 
beneficial to them: The moſt boiſterous 
Vinds have made the Flowers of this Gar- 
den to yield a fragrant Smell. The moſt 
deſolating Judgments, the moſt fiery Trials; 
have «worked together for Good, and become 
jrofitable and advantageous.---No Storms nor 
Tempeſts, could root up theſe Plants in the 
Vntyard of God. The more they ſuffer, 
the more they multiply. 


God hath already done theſe things for 


us;---and he will continue fo to do; being 


the ame unchangeably, and without the Sha- 
io f turning.--- All his Purpoſes concerning 
the Church are not yet accompliſhed. The 
Fulneſs of Fews and Gentiles muſt be ga- 
thered. Babylon muſt be deſtroyed ; and the 
Mountain of the Lord's Houſe eftabliſhed upon 
the Tops of the Mountains. This is no ſmall 

(bange; but it is a ſure one: We have a Re- 
vlation and Promiſe for it; and all God's 
Promiſes are Na and Amen.----His Word 


s unalterable, and ſettled in Heaven ; 


ſo ſettled, that God is no leſs concerned than 
his People themſelves, in the Security and 
Welfare of the Church.---His great Name, 
is Praiſe, his Glory, are concerned; and he 
will not give his Glory to another, nor his 
Praiſe to Graven Images. 1 
8 To 
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To this, let me ſubjoin what was before 


hinted under the firſt Head. Chriſt holds the | 
Scepter cf the World ; he is the King of I. 


rael, and Head of the Church! He has al. 


ready vanguiſhed the moſt powerful Enemies, 
and endured the Rage of Men and Devil, 
even unto Death ! How much more they | 
ſhall we be ſaved by his Life ?---The Lord 
reigns, let the Earth rejoice, There fhall be 
no End of the ITzcreaſe of the Government of | 
the Lord Jefus. He has a Rod of Iron, to 
cruſh his om, and his People's Enemies; and Ml 
being ſecure of his Favour, we may fay with | 
the Prophet, Fear not, for they that be wit) 
us, are more than they that be ⁊vith them! | 


ff, Let this Diſcourſe inform us, that it 
is our greateſt Wiſdom to fly to bis Protection. 
who orders all things according to the Counſel 


of his own Will.---There is no Enchantment 


againſt Mael under the Lord's Banner; but | 
how ſoon they forfeit his Care, they become | 
a Prey to the Enemy! The People of Gol | 
are comforted in the Shaking of Nations ! | 
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The Red Sea of Antichriftian Tyranny, ſhall WM 


_ drown none of the T/raelites! They that 4% 
the Son, and bow to his Sceptre, ſhall never } 
periſh! If God rule and govern in out 
Hearts, and his Kingdom of Grace be ſet up 


there, | 


621) 
here, that Peace of God which paſſes all Un- 
branding, will remove all ſinful Diſtruſt and 
Fears, mn give Aſſurance of the divine Pro- 
ation, againſt all the Deſigns of Men and 
Deviis ?--- Are the Foundations out of courſe, 
ind Confufions abroad in the Earth? Are the 
Prple madly bent upon Super/t:17on and Ido- 
ry? Yet the faithful Soul may draw the 


| moſt comfortable Reflections from this Perſua- 
en: Our God is ſtill at the Helm, and the moſt. 


High rules !---If we truſt t him in a Way of 


Holineſs, his Shadow will be a ſure Refuge, 
| ind his Name a ſtrong Toer! The Lord will 
relieve the needy in bis Diſtreſs; he will be 


Strength to the aveak, a Refuge from the Storm, 


and a Shadow from the Heat; when the Blaſt. 


i the Terrible One is as a Storm againſt the 


all!! Iſa. xxv. 4. The Afſyrians numerous 


Army cannot ſtand before one of his Angels! 


Ih are the Valiant faept away? They ſtood 
nt, becauſe the Lord did drive them. He 


nateth many to fall ; yea, one fell upon another, 


ou they jay, Ariſe, and let us go again to the 


Land of our Nativity! Jer. xlv. 16. The 
reſtraining of Wrath ſhall bring Praiſe to 


God.e-- All are ſubject to him; they can do | 
nthing 207Zhout his Counſel, or againſt his In- 


tereſt . therefore it muſt be the greateſt Vi oa 
im to ſecure his Fayour, 


* 


2dhy, 


438-3 | 

2aly, How happy are the People of God 
and how deſirable their Condition, who are 
free of tormenting Fears, Anxieties, and Dij- 
truſt, when the World ſeems to be in Con. 
fuſion around them ?---O what Enlargement 
of Soul; what inward Solace, what a bleſſed | 
Tranquility do they enjoy ?---When ſome are 
laying hold on Rocks, and others on Trees; 
and all curſing their Birth, and one another, 
Noah was ſafe in the Ark of God's Protectin. 
While Feruſalem is burning with Flames, the | 
Mothers ript up, the Children daſhed againſt | 
the Stones, and the young Men falling by the 
Sword ;--- Jeremiah, Baruch, and Ebeadmelech, | 
are without Fear, and have their Souls for a 
Prey... 8 | 


Metbings, J hear ſome ſay; But how ſhall } 
I ſecure God's Protection to myſelf? When 
may I repoſe myſelf under the Shadow of his | 
Wings, from the Multitude of my Enemies? 
Their Numbers and Power are hourly increaſ- 
ing; I am every day terrified with new A- 
larms ; my Peace is diſturbed, my Thoughts 
diſtracted, and my Soul bereaved of Reſt and 
Quiet. I would do any thing to be rid of 


my Fears. 


Is it thus with thee, O Chriſtian ? I ſhall, } 
by way of Advice and Aſſiſtance to the 71m 
EST ou, 
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ous, but conſcientious Soul, propoſe a few Di- 
reftions ; and may we be all as ready and will- 
ng to practiſe them, as they are agreeable to 
the Word of God, and conſequently binding 
unexceptionable Duties, - 


Let us labour to maintain ſpecial Fellow- 
ſup and Communion with God.---Moſes, who 
bad been in the Mount, is nothing daunted at 
Multitude of the People that had frightned 
Aaron to make a molten Calf: His Zeal for 
Cod removes all Diſtruſt and Fear, and em- 
boldens him to execute the Lord's Vengeance; 
b that there fell of the People that day about 
three thouſand Men, Exod. xxxii. 28.---Who 
tre moleſt a Man about the King's Buſineſs, 


W © while in the Preſence of the ſupreme Lord 
ud Sovereign, receiving Audience from him? 


God's Protection is ſure in the meaneſt Em- 
poyment, wherein he is ſerved ; much more 
when the Believer is admitted to commune 

with him, in his Son's Name, on the weighty 
2 EEG oo 


Let there be an entire Submiſſion of our Souls 
to the Scepter of the Almighty,--- All our Fa- 
culties, like the Centurion's Servant, ſhould go 
nd come at his Command. Let our Love 
nd Delight be fixed upon God. Let us be 
careful to obey, and fear to diſpleaſe him, and 

improve 


—— po” 


p 
| — * * * 
2 rn FT. & — — 2 — A 
*< -- Sc = - > - 5 
G — woe» 4 - . 
* — 4 4 2 3 — y — ” 2 * nf " 
* — © 1 D — Al — — — — —— — — —— 


3 2 s . —_— ; 
3 = = — > — — ———— - , WO — * DS = 
3 1 13 4 Jo — = —_— 
: ** 26 — . — — * ä — yr wg *. 


— — 
i =..." 
— oo 

DO VA — 


OO 8 
+ th ch 


. | 
4 ' 
l 
by 
1 
9 
is 
ty 
. 11 
1 
5 
= 
4 
3 
_— 
. 

N 
£3 
1 

= 
; 
{39 
Is 
3 
i 
F; 
4 
. 
£ 
. 
# ö 
x 
& 
44 
4 


— ts - 2 
— ITS, > > + 3s 


( 24 ) 

improve our Strength and Zeal to advance hj 
Honour. And Zhen, if no other. Lords he. | 
ſides him, have Dominion over us, he vil 
make a Covenant with his People, that my! 
Creature in Heaven or. Earth ſhall hurt them; 
he will break the Sword, the Bow, and th 
Battle, Hoſea ii. 18,---This Reſignation, if it 
is entire and ſincere, will arm us againſt al 
Rebellion and Diſobedience. What can diſtut | 
the Peace of that Soul that ſerves the Crea. 
tor? Or when he gives Peace, who can cauſe | 

Trouble? „ 15 5 


Let the Eye of Faith be always directed u. 
wards Heaven.---We muſt look up to the Hill | 
from whence our Help comes, and behold the | 
Mountain full of Horſes, and Chariots of Fire, | 
about the Servants of the Lord !---If we fu 

our Truſt upon 2h raper Objects, and fo ale. 
nale our Souls from heavenly Exerciſes as to 
ſeek Comfort and Support from the Creature, 
they will prove a broken Reed in the Day of 
Trial, and we ſhall Forfeit God's Protect, 
by denying him our Dependance. While, on 
the contrary, an adbering Faith ſecures the 
Influence of all the divine Attributes. Our | 
Help ſhall then come from the Lord, who maid: } 
Heaven and Earth, Pfalm cxxi. 2. And] 
this Promiſe, among many others, ſhall be 
| made ſure to us ;--- He ſhall not be afraid of | 


2 evil 1 


( 25 ) 


| en Tidings : his Heart is fixed, truſting in 


tl Lord ;---his Heart is eftabliſhed, he ſhall not 
 afratd, until he ſee his Defire upon his Ene- 
nes, Plalm cxii. 7. 5 5 


in us be himbled under a Senſe of thoft 


Prevocations, which are the great Springs of 
aur Diſtreſs. Haſt thou not procured this unto 
thyſelf? in that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy 
(1d, Jerem. ii. 17. Thy Ways and thy Doings 
have procured thoſe things unto thee, ch. iv. 18. 


| How juſt is God in all that cometh upon us ? 


We have provoked the Lord to Anger, and 


WT thcrefore do our Enemies riſe up againit us! 


God has followed us with a long Succeſſion of 
Mercies. How often hath he called, Mili 
thu not be clean; when ſhall it once be? But 


| ue have held faſt our ſeveral Tniquities ! Theſe 
| tive been the true Source of the 1npending 


Dangers of the Land of our Nativity. It 1s 
becauſe of Sin within our Borders, that we 
bye heard of the Spoilings of the Daughters 
if our People; and that it is a Day of Trouble, 
md of treading down ; and of Perplexity by 
tle Lord of Hoſts in the Valley of Viſon; 
raking down of Walls, and of crying to the 


Mountains, 


While the Fudgments of God are in the 
Earth, let us learn Righteouſneſs. — Let us 
boſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, and break 
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we are unwilling to leave a Sin for his fake? | 
Or that he will ſubdue our Enemies, while we | 


tinue tq break thy Commandments, Mola 


ſumed us; fo that there be no Remnant nur E. 
ſeaping, Ezra ix. 14. To-conclude, | 


truſt wholly to our Forces, and the Contemp- | 
 tibleneſs of the Enemy; but rely upon the In. 


Miſchiefs of the laft Rebellion remain in their | 
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e 
every Yoke of Sin. —Can we hope that God! 
wi'! bring Salvation, before any ſuch conſide. 
rable Purpoſes are effected, as are agreeable 10 
the Perfections of his Nature to intend ?— | 
Can we expect that he will deliver us, while 


harbour his? — Or ſhould we, O Lord, con- 


thou not be angry with us, till thou haſt can. 


Be earneſt in Prayer to that God, who 13 
ready to hear, and able to help. —Let us not 


fluences of that Almighty Being, who alone | 
can /þ:rit or diſpirit Men, as he will; and 
whoſe Purpoſes ail ſhall execute! 


There are many Things to encourage out 
Hope in God.—Our Adverſaries are the Ene. 
mies of God and his Truth: The Blood and 


Skirts; many of the Actors are with them; 


the reſt are their Off5pring, and approve of it. 


—The Cauſe of Britiſh Proteflants is good; 
even the common Defence of our Religio!, | 
Lives, and Liberties, from the unjuſt and 


wicked Attempts of 7nſolent Invaders, —Fear Ly 
2 — 
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wt therefore, for they that be with us, are more 
tun they that be with them. And we may 
ſead boldly with God, Save us, O God of 
ur Salvation, and gather us together and de- 
ber us from the Heathen, that we may give 
Thanks to thy holy Name, and glory in thy 
Praiſe, Amen. 1 
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